Tuberculosis in a Tulsa high school.
Following the discovery of a high school student with communicable tuberculosis, the Tulsa City-County Health Department skin tested 1,005 persons in the family, community, and school. Of the 931 persons tested at the school, 10 were reactors in March and 33 more were reactors in May. All 5 family members and 4 community contacts were tuberculin reactive. In all, 52 new tuberculin reactors were identified, evaluated, and considered for treatment or prophylaxis. This situation illustrates the conundrum that tuberculosis remains an important public health issue because of the possibility of transmission from small pockets of diseased persons to the larger community, especially in institutions of all kinds. Physicians and public health agencies must be vigilant and identify new cases for treatment and begin contact tracing to minimize the spread of tuberculosis.